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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Ko-Fang Chang (50,829) on 02/16/2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

In Claim 1 , in line 6, please delete "possibly". 

In Claim 2, in line 2, after "define" please insert -the-. 

In Claim 2, in line 3, after "define" please insert -the-. 

In Claim 8, in line 4, please delete "possibly". 

In Claim 9, in line 2, after "define" please insert -the-. 

In Claim 9, in line 3, after "define" please insert -the-. 

In Claim 16, in line 7, please delete "possibly". 

In Claim 17, in line 2, after "define" please insert -the-. 

In Claim 17, in line 3, after "define" please insert -the-. 
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Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In addition to 
the applicant's remarks filed 07/25/05, the primary reason for indicating allowable 
subject matter is the inclusion of the following limitations as a whole in a system (and 
corresponding method and computer-readable medium) for managing configuration 
inconsistencies between a network management system and network elements: 
"a status field configured to display a database object state, wherein the 
database object state represents a relationship between a database object 
configuration and a network element configuration, wherein if an inconsistency is 
found between the database object configuration and the network element 
configuration, the inconsistency is shown as one of a plurality of configuration 
inconsistency types, the plurality of configuration inconsistency types including: 
a first inconsistency type, meaning an inconsistency exists between the 
database object configuration and the network element configuration; 

a second inconsistency type meaning no network element exists for a 
selected database object: and 

a third inconsistency type, meaning that a network element exists, but that 
no corresponding database object exists; 

one or more selectable input mechanisms, each input mechanism 
performing a different action, wherein the inconsistency type shown is used to 
determine an input mechanism that, when selected by the user performs an 
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action that automatically resolves the inconsistency by editing the database 
object configuration and/or the network element configuration" (as from claim 1 ) 
This subject matter is not found In the prior art and is considered non-obvious in 

view of the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 

than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Examiner's Comments 

3. The language "possibly" was removed for the claimed limitations for reasons of 
clarity and to avoid any possible issues with the descriptions provided in the 
specification. The examiner interprets the limitation "wherein each database object 
corresponds to a network element" as being sufficient to recognize that each database 
object is essentially the representation of the network element from the point of view of 
the network management system, and that having "each database object correspond to 
a network element" does not conflict with the actual network element no longer existing 
(the second inconsistency type). 

4. The examiner further notes for the record that the amendment overcomes the 
previous rejection of claims 2, 19 and 17 under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

5. The objection to claims 1 , 3, 6, 8, 13, 16 and 21 are withdrawn. 

6. The examiner accepts the amendment to the specification. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Lazaro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3986. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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